
County of Sonoma 

REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS (RFP) 
The County of Sonoma is pleased to invite you to respond to a Request for Proposals for 

Wildfire Vulnerability Assessment for County Assets 
Proposals must be received no later than 2:00 P.M. on January 9, 2026. 

A. INTRODUCTION/PURPOSE 
The County of Sonoma is soliciting proposals from qualified consultants to conduct a Wildfire Vulnerability 
Assessment. This assessment will support the County’s strategic goal of investing in wildfire resilience, as 
outlined in the Climate Action and Resiliency pillar of the Board of Supervisors’ Strategic Plan, and expanded in 
the County’s Climate Resiliency Climate Action Plan (Climate Plan). 
 
The purpose of this project is to identify wildfire vulnerabilities to existing County-owned buildings and 
infrastructure in wildfire hazard areas and determine appropriate defensible space and structure hardening 
practices. The results will inform future planning, actions, and investment to enhance the County’s resilience 
to wildfire.  

1.  PROJECT BACKGROUND AND DESCRIPTION 
Development of a Wildfire Vulnerability Assessment supports the first goal of the Climate Action and Resiliency 
pillar of the Board of Supervisors’ Strategic Plan, a commitment to investing in wildfire resilience. The Wildfire 
sector of the County’s Climate Resiliency Climate Action Plan (Climate Plan), adopted September 2024, 
presents key measures and actions aligning with recommendations from several foundational documents 
including, 

• the Multi-Jurisdictional Hazard Mitigation Plan, 
• the Community Wildfire Protection Plan, 
• the Carbon Inventory and Potential Sequestration Study, 
• the Climate Resilient Lands Strategy, 
• the CLEE Report, and 
• the Regional Parks Climate Action and Resiliency Plan.  

 
Sonoma County has experienced repeated and significant wildfire events that have directly impacted County-
owned assets, including buildings, infrastructure, and public lands, informing the County’s emphasis on wildfire 
resilience and asset protection. 
 
Direction to perform this assessment is specifically provided in Wildfire Measure 2 of the Climate Plan whose 
primary goal is to develop a phased wildfire risk reduction and structure hardening plan for County-owned 
lands and facilities. Measure 2 is composed of three actions: 

https://sonoma-county.legistar.com/LegislationDetail.aspx?ID=6847082&GUID=2FDE916D-FA11-41CA-85EF-862A1FA994DE
https://socostrategicplan.org/
https://sonoma-county.legistar.com/LegislationDetail.aspx?ID=6847082&GUID=2FDE916D-FA11-41CA-85EF-862A1FA994DE
https://permitsonoma.org/hazard-mitigation
https://permitsonoma.org/sonomacountycwpp
https://sonoma-county.legistar.com/LegislationDetail.aspx?ID=6399747&GUID=42EF9CFA-1B23-4B80-BE5C-6DC2B882A484
https://sonomacounty.gov/administrative-support-and-fiscal-services/county-administrators-office/strategic-initiatives/climate-action-and-resiliency/publications/sonoma-county-climate-resilient-lands-strategy
https://www.law.berkeley.edu/research/clee/research/climate/california-climate-action/priorities-for-sonoma-countys-vegetation-management-funds/
https://parks.sonomacounty.ca.gov/Microsites/Regional%20Parks/Documents/Learn/Natural-Resources/Climate%20Adaptation%20and%20Resilience%20Plan%20Final_Acc.pdf


Wildfire Vulnerability Assessment for County Assets RFP (v. 8/22/25) Page 2 of 12 

• Wildfire-2.1 Conduct a wildfire vulnerability assessment of existing County buildings, infrastructure, 
and lands (built assets, parks, public rights of way, wooded/brush covered areas, and other vegetated 
spaces) in wildfire hazard areas to identify applicable defensible space and structure hardening 
practices. 

• Wildfire-2.2 Prioritize wildfire risk reduction and hardening for County buildings, infrastructure, and 
lands. 

• Wildfire 2.3 Recommend a phased municipal wildfire resilience plan for County buildings, 
infrastructure, and lands with potential funding strategies to the Board of Supervisors. 

This Request for Proposals (RFP) will focus on the building and infrastructure components of Measures 2.1 and 
2.2. A comprehensive assessment of all County-owned lands is outside the scope of this RFP except in specific, 
defined instances. The findings of this assessment will support the County’s facility managers and guide future 
planning, actions, and investment by the aimed at strengthening the County’s resilience to wildfire.   

The assessment will be coordinated by the County Executive Office, Strategic Initiatives Division with technical 
input from Sonoma Public Infrastructure, Permit Sonoma, Regional Parks, Department of Emergency 
Management, and Ag + Open Space. 

 

2. DESIRED GOALS/OBJECTIVES/OUTCOMES 
This project will accomplish the goal of performing a wildfire vulnerability assessment for existing County 
buildings and infrastructure in wildfire hazard areas. 

The successful bidder will conduct a vulnerability assessment by Spring 2027 that supplies:  

• A review of existing databases on historical, current, and projected wildfire and climate conditions in 
Sonoma County. 

• Defensible space and structure hardening assessments for all County Buildings and infrastructure by 
address/parcel, and/or campus, performed with Fire Aside or equivalent software. 

• A prioritized list of remediation activities considering wildfire risk, asset criticality, departmental 
operational priorities, and cost to remediate. 

• A final report, geared toward County facility and lands managers, that informs future planning, actions, 
investment, and policy decisions related to wildfire resilience. 

• An interactive and updateable map showing Building and infrastructure vulnerability to be used in the 
communication with County executives and the Board of Supervisors.   

 

B.  STATEMENT OF REQUIREMENTS – SERVICES REQUIRED OF SUCCESSFUL 
PROPOSER 
The ideal candidate will have expert knowledge of wildfire risk, defensible space and structure 

hardening assessments and supporting software. They will have the expertise needed to run data analytics 
using Geographic Information System (GIS) software to produce informative GIS data outputs, and to convert 
GIS data into formats compatible with the County's GIS software. Through its Enterprise License Agreement, 
the County has access to virtually all Esri’s GIS software. The ideal candidate will also have sufficient 
experience to develop a prioritization scheme to recommend order of actions on identified building and 
infrastructure vulnerabilities, in concert with County staff. 

The awarded contract shall include the following tasks: 
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TASK 0: MEETINGS AND PROGRESS REPORTS 
The successful bidder will organize an initial kickoff meeting with County staff to review and verify key 
project elements. It should be scheduled as close to the contract start date as schedules permit. 

The kickoff meeting is not limited to but should include:  

• Identification of key (County) project partners, 
• Introduction of project management and supporting staff, 
• Discussion of preferred methods of communication, 
• Review of the assessment scope and available data/data needs, 
• Review of project timeline, 
• Discussion of deliverable parameters and file format.   

The successful bidder will provide meeting notes from the kickoff meeting that includes a summary of 
the discussion, requirements, follow-up items, and next steps to the County project lead. 

The successful bidder will deliver a written progress report each month, briefly describing activities, 
milestones, and any difficulties encountered. 

The successful bidder will coordinate check-in meetings with the County project lead at least once a 
month. A check-in should occur shortly after delivery of the written progress report. Additional check 
in meetings can be scheduled with the County project manager on an as-needed basis. 

Milestones: 1) Kickoff meeting, 2) Regularly scheduled check-in meetings 

Deliverables: 1) Kickoff meeting notes, 2) Regular written progress reports 

TASK 1: PROJECT INITIATION AND WORK PLAN 
The successful bidder will develop a detailed project work plan, including timeline, milestones, and 
communication protocols. They will identify data needs and confirm roles and responsibilities. 

Deliverables: 1) Project work plan, 2) List of data needs, 3) Written communication identifying project 
roles and responsibilities. 

TASK 2: REVIEW OF CLIMATE AND WILDFIRE CONDITIONS 
The successful bidder will analyze historical, current, and projected wildfire and climate conditions in 
Sonoma County. They will summarize relevant trends and risk factors that may influence vulnerability 
of County-owned assets.  

Deliverables: 1) Written summary of conditions/trends that inform asset prioritization (Task 4). 

TASK 3: SITE-SPECIFIC DEFENSIBLE SPACE AND STRUCTURE HARDENING ASSESSMENTS 
The successful bidder will conduct defensible space and structure hardening assessments on County 
assets following a consistent protocol across sites using Fire Aside or equivalent software tool.  Each 
assessment will contain site-specific remediation recommendations.  In addition to individual site 
reports, they will provide a roll up report by Department. 

Deliverables: 1) Assessment protocol documentation, 2) Documentation for each assessed site, 3) Roll-
up by department. 

TASK 4: PRIORITIZATION OF REMEDIATION ACTIONS 
The successful bidder will develop a prioritization methodology to recommend order or phasing of 
remediation actions. Criteria may include wildfire risk, cost to remediate, critical services offered by 
the asset, departmental priorities, or other factors. This methodology will be applied to the 
assessments developed in Task 3. 
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Deliverables: 1) Remediation action prioritization recommendations 

TASK 5: MAPPING OF BUILDING AND ASSET VULNERABILITIES 
The successful bidder will organize building and asset vulnerability data into a format that is 
compatible with the County’s Esri ArcGIS software. After the data is collected and developed, the 
successful bidder will provide the County with a data collection and development report in MS Word 
format.  

Deliverables: 1) GIS data, 2) Data collection and development report. 

TASK 6: FINAL REPORT AND PRESENTATION 
The successful bidder will prepare a comprehensive final report summarizing methodology, 
assessments, mapping products, and prioritization recommendations, with a presentation to County 
staff.  

At the discretion of County staff, the successful bidder may be required to attend the Board of 
Supervisors meeting at which the Wildfire Vulnerability Assessment will be presented or be available 
to answer any technical questions.   

Deliverables: 1) Final summary report, 2) Compiled supporting documentation from Tasks 2, 3, 4, and 
5. 

# Task April- May 2026 Mid-Project Project close- By 
June 30, 2027 

0 Meetings and progress reports Kick off meeting Monthly written 
progress reports 
and check-in 
meetings 

 

1 Project Initiation and Work Plan X   
2 Review of Climate and Wildfire 

Conditions 
 X  

3 Site-Specific Defensible Space and 
Structure Hardening Assessments 

 X  

4 Prioritization of Remediation 
Actions 

 X  

5 Mapping of Building and Asset 
Vulnerabilities 

 X  

6 Final Report and Presentation   X 
 

C.  LOCAL PREFERENCE 
It is the policy of the County to promote employment and business opportunities for local residents and firms 
on all contracts and give preference to local residents, workers, businesses and consultants to the extent 
consistent with the law and interests of the public. A Local Service Provider is defined as a business or 
consultant who has a valid physical address located within Sonoma County from which the supplier or 
consultant operates or performs business on a day-to-day basis and holds a valid business license if required 
by a city within the jurisdiction of Sonoma County. 

For quantitative evaluations of proposals, the locality of the service provider shall be included as an evaluation 
criterion in RFPs. Extra percentage weighting of 5% shall be provided in the total rating score for local service 
providers. For qualitative evaluations of proposals, Departments shall consider the locality of consultants or 
businesses and their sub-consultants along with other criteria identified in the RFP. If there is more than one 
service provider being considered and the providers are competitively matched in terms of other criteria, local 
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service providers should be selected. If hiring sub-consultants, the County strongly encourages using local 
service providers. 

More information about the County’s purchasing policies can be found on:  Local Preference Policy for Services 

D.  SCHEDULE 
The following schedule is subject to change.  Except as provided below, changes will only be made by written 
amendment to this Request for Proposals, which amendment shall be issued to all parties by the Department 
issuing this proposal. 

Date Event 

11/26/2025 Release Request for Proposals 

12/10/2025 Proposer’s Questions Due by 5:00 p.m. 

12/23/2025 County’s Responses to Questions Due 

1/9/2026 Proposals Due by 2:00 p.m. 

1/23/2026 Proposals Evaluated by County 

1/30/2026 Interviews Conducted (if applicable) 

2/17/2026 Notice of Intent to Award 
(subject to delay without notice to proposers) 

3/3/2026 or 3/10/2026 Board of Supervisors Awards Contract 
(subject to delay without notice to proposers) 

E.  PRE-BID CONFERENCE 
Section Omitted 

F.  QUESTIONS 
Proposers will be required to submit any and all questions in writing per the schedule in order for staff to 
prepare written responses to all consultants. Written answers will be shared with all potential bidders through 
an addendum on the County’s Supplier Portal and email notification. Questions should be sent via e-mail 
directly to Katharine.Gabor@sonomacounty.gov. Questions will not be accepted by phone.    

G.  CORRECTIONS AND ADDENDA 
1. If a proposer discovers any ambiguity, conflict, discrepancy, omission, or other error in this RFP, the 

proposer shall immediately notify the contact person of such error in writing and request clarification 
or modification of the document.  Modifications will be made by addenda as indicated below to all 
parties in receipt of this RFP. 

2. If a proposer fails to notify the contact person prior to the date fixed for submission of proposals of a 
known error in the RFP, or an error that reasonably should have been known, the proposer shall 
submit a proposal at their own risk, and if the proposer is awarded a contract they shall not be entitled 
to additional compensation or time by reason of the error or its subsequent correction. 

3. Addenda issued by the County interpreting or changing any of the items in this RFP, including all 
modifications thereof, shall be incorporated in the proposal.  The proposer shall submit the addenda 
cover sheet with the proposal. Any oral communication by the County’s designated contact person or 

http://sonomacounty.ca.gov/General-Services/Purchasing/Doing-Business-with-the-County/Local-Preference-Policy-for-Services/
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any other County staff member concerning this RFP is not binding on the County and shall in no way 
modify this RFP or any obligations arising hereunder. 

H.  PROPOSAL SUBMITTAL 

1.  FORM 
Proposers must submit one (1) electronic copy to the County of Sonoma’s Supplier Portal. The link to 
the Supplier Portal is: https://esupplier.sonomacounty.ca.gov/. Hard copy, faxed, and/or emailed 
submissions will not be accepted. 

Note: Proposers must be registered to submit electronic proposals. See registration instructions on the 
Supplier Portal link above. 

2.  DUE DATE 
Proposals must be received no later than the date and time listed in the schedule, or as revised by 
addendum. The proposal due date is subject to change. If the proposal due date is changed, all known 
recipients of the original RFP will be notified of the new date.   

3.  GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS 
To receive consideration, proposals shall be made in accordance with the following general 
instructions: 

a) The completed proposal shall be without alterations or erasures.   

b) No oral or telephonic proposals will be considered. 

c) The submission of a proposal shall be an indication that the proposer has investigated and 
satisfied him/herself as to the conditions to be encountered, the character, quality and scope 
of the work to be performed, and the requirements of the County, including all terms and 
conditions contained within this RFP. 

4.  PROPOSAL FORMAT AND CONTENTS 
For ease of review and to facilitate evaluation, the proposals for this project should be organized and 
presented in the order requested as follows: 

SECTION I – ORGANIZATIONAL INFORMATION 
Provide specific information concerning the firm in this section, including the legal name, address 
and telephone number of your company and the type of entity (sole proprietorship, partnership, 
or corporation and whether public or private).  Include the name and telephone number of the 
person(s) in your company authorized to execute the proposed contract.  If two or more firms are 
involved in a joint venture or association, the proposal must clearly delineate the respective areas 
of authority and responsibility of each party.  All parties signing the Agreement with the County 
must be individually liable for the completion of the entire project even when the areas of 
responsibility under the terms of the joint venture or association are limited. 

Provide an organization chart of the organization, which identifies each member of the firm 
involved with the project. The chart should show the organizational structure of the team, the 
specialty or position of each team member. Include all specialty Sub-Consultants that would be 
expected to be utilized on the project. 

SECTION II – QUALIFICATIONS AND EXPERIENCE 
Provide specific information in this section concerning the firm's experience in the services 
specified in this RFP, preferably within the State of California.  Examples of completed projects, as 
current as possible, should be submitted, as appropriate.  References are required.  Please provide 

https://esupplier.sonomacounty.ca.gov/
https://esupplier.sonomacounty.ca.gov/
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names, addresses, and telephone numbers of contact persons within three (3) client agencies for 
whom similar services have been provided. 

Debarment or Other Disqualification 

Proposer must disclose any debarment or other disqualification as a supplier or vendor for any 
federal, state or local entities. Proposer must describe the nature of the 
debarment/disqualification, including where and how to find such detailed information 

SECTION III – PROJECT APPROACH AND WORK SCHEDULE 
Provide a description of the methodology developed to perform all required services, with a 
schedule that will complete the project by June 30, 2027, if possible.  This schedule should contain 
specific milestones and dates of completion, including key decision points at each stage of the 
project.  Information as to the type of any software that is anticipated to be used in the planning 
process should also be discussed. 

Include your response to the Statement of Requirements as referenced in Section B, beginning on 
page 2. 

SECTION IV – COST OF SERVICE 
The proposal shall clearly state all of the costs associated with the project, broken down by 
category of products and services, and all on-going costs for recommended or required products 
and services, such as maintenance.   

The project costs must be broken out and include all expenses that will be charged to the County, 
including but not limited hourly rates for labor, software costs, software maintenance costs, 
implementation fees, shipping, insurance, communications, documentation reproduction, and all 
expenses, including travel, meal reimbursement, hotel per diems, taxes, etc.  Failure to clearly 
identify all costs associated with the proposal may be cause for rejection of the Consultant’s 
proposal. 

SECTION V – IDENTIFICATION OF SUBCONTRACTORS 
Proposers shall identify all subcontractors they intend to use for the proposed scope of work.  For 
each subcontractor listed, proposers shall indicate (1) what products and/or services are to be 
supplied by that subcontractor and, (2) what percentage of the overall scope of work that 
subcontractor will perform. 

SECTION VI – INSURANCE 
The selected proposer will be required to submit and comply with all insurance as described in the 
attached Sample Agreement.  Securing this insurance is a condition of award for this contract. 

SECTION VII – ACCESSIBILITY STANDARDS 
All consultants responsible for preparing content intended for use or publication on a County-
managed or County-funded web site must comply with applicable Federal  accessibility standards 
established by 36 C.F.R. Section 1194, pursuant to Section 508 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, as 
amended (29 U.S.C. § 794(d)), the County’s Web Standards & Guidelines located at 
https://sonomacounty.ca.gov/Services/Web-Standards-and-Guidelines/, and the County’s Web 
Site Accessibility Policy located at https://sonomacounty.ca.gov/CAO/Administrative-Policies/9-3-
Website-Accessibility-Policy/.  

For any proposal that includes scope involving such website content, Proposers shall indicate their 
capacity and plan for compliance with these requirements. 

https://sonomacounty.ca.gov/Services/Web-Standards-and-Guidelines/
https://sonomacounty.ca.gov/CAO/Administrative-Policies/9-3-Website-Accessibility-Policy/
https://sonomacounty.ca.gov/CAO/Administrative-Policies/9-3-Website-Accessibility-Policy/
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SECTION VIII - ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 
Include any other information you believe to be pertinent but not required. 

SECTION IX – CONTRACT TERMS 
Proposers must include a statement acknowledging their willingness to accept the sample contract 
terms (Attachment A) or identify specific exceptions to the sample agreement.   

SECTION X – OTHER AGENCIES PROCUREMENTS 
The County of Sonoma is soliciting proposals from qualified consultants.  While this RFP is 
prepared on behalf of a Department of the County of Sonoma for execution of one or multiple 
contracts for these services, these contract(s) may also be used by other divisions/units of the 
County or other governmental agencies if desired.  Any of these entities may procure services from 
the consultants who have received contracts under this RFP by issuing individual requests under 
these same terms, conditions, and prices.  It is understood that public entities, special districts and 
nonprofit entities shall make purchases in their own name, make direct payment, and be liable 
directly to the successful proposer(s). The County of Sonoma is not an agent, partner or 
representative of these agencies and is not obligated or liable for any action or debts that may 
arise out of such independently negotiated procurements. The County reserves the right to issue 
competitive solicitations for any project without the use of the contracts. The County of Sonoma 
reserves the right to leverage the Request for Proposal and Contract pricing for additional services 
for other County departments and/or divisions. 

I.  SELECTION PROCESS 
1. All proposals received by the specified deadline will be reviewed by the County for content, including 

but not limited to fee, related experience and professional qualifications of the bidding consultants.   

2. County employees will not participate in the selection process when those employees have a 
relationship with a person or business entity submitting a proposal which would subject those 
employees to the prohibition of Section 87100 of the Government Code.  Any person or business 
entity submitting a proposal who has such a relationship with a County employee who may be 
involved in the selection process shall advise the County of the name of the County employee in the 
proposal. 

3. Proposals may be evaluated using the following criteria (note that there is no value or ranking implied 
in the order of this list: 

a. Written Proposal; 

b. Functional Requirements Cost  

c. Supplier Demonstrations  

d. Reference Checks  

e. Any other factors the evaluation committee deems relevant.  (When such criteria are used for 
evaluation purposes, the basis for scoring will be clearly documented and will become part of 
the public record.). 

f. Locality of the Proposer 

4. The County Department Head in consultation with the Purchasing Agent reserves the right, in their 
sole discretion, to take any of the following actions at any time before Board approval of an award: 
waive informalities or minor irregularities in any proposals received, reject any and all proposals, 
cancel the RFP, or modify and re-issue the RFP.  Failure to furnish all information requested or to 
follow the format requested herein may disqualify the proposer, in the sole discretion of the County.   



Wildfire Vulnerability Assessment for County Assets RFP (v. 8/22/25) Page 9 of 12 

False, incomplete, misleading or unresponsive statements in a proposal may also be sufficient cause 
for a proposal’s rejection.     

5. The County may, during the evaluation process, request from any proposer additional information 
which the County deems necessary to determine the proposer’s ability to perform the required 
services.  If such information is requested, the proposer shall be permitted three (3) business days to 
submit the information requested. 

6. An error in the proposal may cause the rejection of that proposal; however, the County may, in its sole 
discretion, retain the proposal and make certain corrections.  In determining if a correction will be 
made, the County will consider the conformance of the proposal to the format and content required 
by the RFP, and any unusual complexity of the format and content required by the RFP.  If the 
proposer’s intent is clearly established based on review of the complete proposal submittal, the 
County may, at its sole option, correct an error based on that established content.  The County may 
also correct obvious clerical errors.  The County may also request clarification from a proposer on any 
item in a proposal that County believes to be in error. 

7. The County reserves the right to select the proposal(s) which in its sole judgment best meets the needs 
of the County and to award to only one or multiple qualified submittals. The lowest proposed cost is 
not the sole criterion for recommending contract award.  The County also makes no guarantee of any 
or equal amounts of work. The County of Sonoma further reserves the right to reject any or all 
proposals for any reason, including, without limitation, County's desire to enter into cooperative 
purchasing agreements with any other public agency. 

8. All firms responding to this RFP will be notified of their selection or non-selection after the evaluation 
committee has completed the selection process. 

9. Generally, the firm selected by the Evaluation Committee will be recommended to the Board of 
Supervisors for this project, but the Board is not bound to accept the recommendation or award the 
project to the recommended firm. 

J.  FINALIST INTERVIEWS 
After initial screening, the evaluation committee may select those firms deemed most qualified for this project 
for further evaluation.  Interviews of these selected firms may be conducted as part of the final selection 
process.  Interviews may or may not have their own separate scoring during the evaluation process. 

K.  GENERAL INFORMATION 

RULES AND REGULATIONS 
1. The issuance of this solicitation does not constitute an award commitment on the part of the 

County, and the County shall not pay for costs incurred in the preparation or submission of 
proposals.  All costs and expenses associated with the preparation of this proposal shall be 
borne by the proposer. 

2. Sonoma County reserves the right to reject any or all proposals or portions thereof if the 
County determines that it is in the best interest of the County to do so.   

3. The County may waive any deviation in a proposal.  The County’s waiver of a deviation shall in 
no way modify the RFP requirements nor excuse the successful proposer from full compliance 
with any resultant agreement requirements or obligations.  Sonoma County reserves the right 
to reject any or all proposals, or to waive any defect or irregularity in a proposal.  The County 
further reserves the right to award the agreement to the proposer or proposers that, in the 
County’s judgment, best serves the needs of Sonoma County. 
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4. All proposers submit their proposals to the County with the understanding that the 
recommended selection of the review committee is final and subject only to review and final 
approval by the Department Director (via delegation), the County Purchasing Agent or the 
Board of Supervisors. 

5. Upon submission, all proposals shall be treated as confidential documents until the selection 
process is completed.  Once the notice of intent to award is issued by the County, all proposals 
shall be deemed public record.  In the event that a proposer desires to claim portions of its 
proposal exempt from disclosure, it is incumbent upon the proposer to clearly identify those 
portions with the word “Confidential” printed on the top right-hand corner of each page for 
which such privilege is claimed, and to clearly identify the information claimed confidential by 
highlighting, underlining, or bracketing it, etc.  Examples of confidential materials include trade 
secrets.  Each page shall be clearly marked and readily separable from the proposal in order to 
facilitate public inspection of the non-confidential portion of the proposal.  The County will 
consider a proposer’s request for exemptions from disclosure; however, the County will make 
its decision based upon applicable laws.  An assertion by a proposer that the entire proposal, 
large portions of the proposal, or a significant element of the proposal, are exempt from 
disclosure will not be honored and the proposal may be rejected as non-responsive.  Prices, 
makes and models or catalog numbers of the items offered, deliverables, and terms of 
payment shall be publicly available regardless of any designation to the contrary.   

6. The County will endeavor to restrict distribution of material designated as confidential to only 
those individuals involved in the review and analysis of the proposals.  Proposers are 
cautioned that materials designated as confidential may nevertheless be subject to disclosure.  
Proposers are advised that the County does not wish to receive confidential or proprietary 
information and those proposers are not to supply such information except when it is 
absolutely necessary.  If any information or materials in any proposal submitted are labeled 
confidential or proprietary, the proposal shall include the following clause: 

[Legal name of proposer] shall indemnify, defend and hold harmless the County of 
Sonoma, its officers, agents and employees from and against any request, action or 
proceeding of any nature and any damages or liability of any nature, specifically including 
attorneys' fees awarded under the California Public Records Act (Government Code §6250 
et seq.)  Arising out of, concerning or in any way involving any materials or information in 
this proposal that [legal name of proposer] has labeled as confidential, proprietary or 
otherwise not subject to disclosure as a public record. 

NONLIABILITY OF COUNTY 
The County shall not be liable for any precontractual expenses incurred by the proposer or selected 
contractor or contractors.  The County shall be held harmless and free from any and all liability, claims, 
or expenses whatsoever incurred by, or on behalf of, any person or organization responding to this 
RFP. 

PROPOSAL ALTERNATIVES 
Proposers may not take exception or make material alterations to any requirement of the RFP.  
Alternatives to the RFP may be submitted as separate proposals and so noted on the cover of the 
proposal.  The County reserves the right to consider such alternative proposals, and to award an 
agreement based thereon if it is determined to be in the County’s best interest and such proposal 
satisfies all minimum qualifications specified in the RFP.  Please indicate clearly in the proposal that the 
proposal offers an alternative to the RFP. 
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LOBBYING 
Any party submitting a proposal or a party representing a proposer shall not influence or attempt to 
influence any member of the selection committee, any member of the Board of Supervisors, or any 
employee of the County of Sonoma, with regard to the acceptance of a proposal.  Any party 
attempting to influence the RFP process through ex-parte contact may be subject to rejection of their 
proposal. 

FORM OF AGREEMENT 
1. No agreement with the County shall have any effect until a contract has been signed by both 

parties.  Pursuant to Sonoma County Code Section 1-11, County personnel are without 
authorization to waive or modify agreement requirements.   

2. A sample of the agreement is included as Attachment A hereto.  Proposers must be willing to 
provide the required insurance and accept the terms of this sample agreement.  With few 
exceptions, the terms of the County’s standard agreement will not be negotiated.  
Indemnification language will not be negotiated.   

3. Proposals submitted shall include a statement that (i) the proposer has reviewed the sample 
agreement and will agree to the terms contained therein if selected, or (ii) all terms and 
conditions are acceptable to the proposer except as noted specifically in the proposal.  A 
proposer taking exception to the County’s sample agreement    must also provide alternative 
language for those provisions considered objectionable to the proposer.  Please note that any 
exceptions or changes requested to the Agreement may constitute grounds to reject the 
proposal.   

4. Failure to address exceptions to the sample agreement in your proposal will be construed as 
acceptance of all terms and conditions contained therein. 

5. Submission of additional contract exceptions after the proposal submission deadline may 
result in rejection of the consultant’s proposal. 

DURATION OF PROPOSAL; CANCELLATION OF AWARDS; TIME OF THE ESSENCE 
1. All proposals will remain in effect and shall be legally binding for at least ninety (90) days.  

2. Unless otherwise authorized by County, the selected consultant will be required to execute an 
agreement with the County for the services requested within sixty (60) days of the County’s 
notice of intent to award.  If agreement on terms and conditions acceptable to the County 
cannot be achieved within that timeframe, or if, after reasonable attempts to negotiate such 
terms and conditions, it appears that an agreement will not be possible, as determined at the 
sole discretion of the County, the County reserves the right to retract any notice of intent to 
award and proceed with awards to other consultants, or not award at all. 

WITHDRAWAL AND SUBMISSION OF MODIFIED PROPOSAL 
A proposer may withdraw a proposal at any time prior to the submission deadline by submitting a 
written notification of withdrawal signed by the proposer or his/her authorized agent.  Another 
proposal may be submitted prior to the deadline.  A proposal may not be changed after the designated 
deadline for submission of proposals. 

L.  PROTEST PROCESS 
Any and all protests must be in writing and must comply with the timelines and procedures set forth at:  
Protests and Appeals for Goods and Professional Services Procurements 

http://sonomacounty.ca.gov/General-Services/Purchasing/Doing-Business-with-the-County/Protests-and-Appeals/


Wildfire Vulnerability Assessment for County Assets RFP (v. 8/22/25) Page 12 of 12 

M.  LIVING WAGE 
The contractor/franchisee/economic development assistance recipient shall comply with any and all federal, 
state, and local laws – including, but not limited to the County of Sonoma Living Wage Ordinance – affecting 
the services provided by this contract/franchise agreement. Without limiting the generality of the foregoing, 
the contractor/franchisee/economic development assistance recipient expressly acknowledges and agrees 
that this contract/franchise/economic development assistance agreement is subject to the provisions of Article 
XXVI of Chapter 2 of the Sonoma County Code, requiring payment of a living wage to covered employees.  
Noncompliance during the term of the contract/franchise/economic development assistance agreement will 
be considered a material breach and may result in termination of the contract/franchise/economic 
development assistance agreement or pursuit of other legal or administrative remedies. 

The link to the Living Wage Ordinance is here:  https://sonomacounty.gov/development-services/sonoma-
public-infrastructure/living-wage 

N.  ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE 
The County may consider the use of Artificial Intelligence (AI) technologies to support the services to be 
provided under the awarded contract. However, any proposed AI technologies and their use must comply with 
all requirements set forth in the County’s Administrative Policy 9-6: Information Technology Artificial 
Intelligence (AI) Policy, including human oversight to review output, restrictions on use of confidential, 
restricted, or protected data, and legal compliance. That policy is available here [hyperlink]. County pre-
approval must be obtained for use of AI on the awarded contract and County reserves all rights with regard to 
reviewing any proposed AI use, including but not limited to comprehensive reviews of the AI technologies' 
security, privacy, ethical use, and legal compliance prior to approval, in County’s sole discretion. 
 

ATTACHMENTS AND EXHIBITS 
 

Attachment A: Sample Agreement 

Attachment B: Local Business Declaration for Services  

Attachment C: Living Wage Solicitation Form  

Attachment D: Sample Insurance Requirements  

 

https://sonomacounty.gov/living-wage-self-certification-for-suppliers
https://sonomacounty.gov/living-wage-self-certification-for-suppliers
https://sonomacounty.ca.gov/administrative-support-and-fiscal-services/human-resources/employee-resources/administrative-policy-manual/9-6-information-technology-artificial-intelligence-%28ai%29-policy
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